Okefenokee Forestry Field Day
Charlton County
March 29th, 2018
At the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge
Folkston, GA

Afternoon Punch Card Activity Options
After the morning forestry competitions, we will be offering a raffle/activity challenge that students can participate in to win prizes. Each student will get a punch card with all of the activities offered on them. Each activity, completed and punched on the card is worth a ticket or multiple tickets that can then be used to win prizes from a raffle that will be held during the awards presentation at the end of the day. The activities will take place from 12:00pm – 2:00pm. Punch cards can be acquired at the prize table (under the pavilion) or at any activity station. Each activity will have a volunteer or staff member who can punch the slot for that activity. There are several different options for afternoon activities listed below.

Option 1 (2 hours) – Visitor Center Vicinity
Students can remain at the Suwannee Canal Recreation area where there are several activities to participate in.
· Visitor Center and Film (1 ticket): Explore the Visitor Center and watch the award winning Okefenokee film (15 min).
· Canal Diggers Trail (1 ticket): This ¾ mile trail starts at the Northwest corner of the picnic area and crosses the Swamp Island Dr. where it loops through a longleaf pine ecosystem and travels along the remnants of the Suwanee Canal dug in the late 1800’s in an attempt to drain the swamp.  
· Cane Pole Trail (1 ticket): This trail starts at the far West end of the parking lot and extends to an observation deck ¾ mile down the Suwannee Canal. It offers a glimpse into the swamp and fishing opportunities.
· Fishing Demonstration (1 ticket): At the boat basin GA-DNR fisheries biologists will go over fishing equipment and give pointers with a fishing demonstration. Fishing poles and bait will be provided. Students can also bring their own poles to fish in the boat basin. Any student over 16 must have a state fishing license with them, which is available online at https://www.gooutdoorsgeorgia.com. All fishing is catch-and-release.
· Herpetology Table (1 ticket): Herpetologists from the Orianne Society will have a table with several different species of reptiles and amphibians that depend on the longleaf pine ecosystem. Stop by to see the animals and learn some interesting herpetology facts.
· Tree Climbing (1 ticket): Located near the pavilion, students can learn first-hand the tree climbing techniques used by Okefenokee’s wildlife biologist Dean Easton when working with endangered red-cockaded woodpeckers.  
· Archery (1 ticket): Located between the entrance to the Canal Diggers Trail and the Herpetology Table, students can practice their archery skills. Refuge staff will be providing instructions and safety information.




Bonus Option (1 hour): Boat Tour into the Okefenokee Swamp (5 tickets)
Okefenokee Adventures will be offering a boat tour into the Okefenokee Swamp at 1:00pm. The tour lasts about an hour and goes down the Suwannee Canal into Chesser Prairie. This is a great way to get introduced to the swamp’s ecosystem. The boat tour will cost each student only $5.00. Students who wish to go will need to bring money with them. Seating is also VERY Limited; students who want to go on the tour will need to sign up in the morning before the competition at the registration table under the pavilion.


Option 2 (2 hours) Boardwalk and Chesser Island Homestead
Groups who wish to participate in Option 2 will take their school bus down the Swamp Island Dr. to walk the boardwalk and visit the Chesser Island Homestead. A teacher/chaperone should be present with this group. The trip will take up most of the afternoon and the busses will need to return with the students by 2:00pm.
· Boardwalk (5 tickets): This ¾ mile boardwalk starts in the uplands and winds through swamp to open marsh and ends at the Owl’s Roost Observation tower overlooking Seagrove Lake. This area was burned in the 2011 wildfire.
· Chesser Island Homestead (5 tickets): Walk to the historic home site of the Chesser family and learn how early “Swampers” used to live. A tour guide will be at the Homestead to give information about life on Chesser Island in the early 1900’s.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Students should “cash-in” their punch cards for tickets at the prize table (under the pavilion) by 2:15pm. They can “spend” their tickets however they want to on the prizes. Drawings for the prizes will be done shortly after and given out during the awards presentation.


Have Fun and Enjoy the Refuge!

